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History and Mission of COMET

• Created in 1989 within University Corporation for Atmospheric 
Research (UCAR)

• Divided into Residence Learning, Distance Learning and Outreach

• Mission:  Develop a modernized education and training program 
designed to:
• Help the nation’s weather services more fully exploit information gained from 

new technologies (1990s…ASOS, NEXRAD, etc; 2019….UAS, GOES 16/17, etc)

• Promote rapid integration of new theories and research results (R2O)



COMET Outreach
• Objectives:

• Facilitate transfer of research results to operational forecasting
• Provide mechanism for participation of operational forecasters, research scientists 

and academic scholars in advancing weather services
• Stimulate the further advancement of basic and applied research in the science of 

forecasting and nowcasting techniques

• Divided into two major programs
• Cooperative:  Mainly with National Water Center.  1-2 year projects funded at $45K 

each.  Broadens Office of Water Prediction and NWS water resource programmatic 
activities via engagement with hydrologic SMEs in academia to advance water-
related research and decision support services.

• Partner’s:  Mainly NWS-centric.  Joint effort between individual forecaster and 
university researcher.  Focus on case study or analysis problem.  Normally 1 year, 
funded at $15K.



Outreach Projects by Year

• Partners projects averaged 
about 10 per year

• Funding ceased in FY13

• Funding reintroduced in FY19 

• Thus far, 11 projects approved 
Jan 2019 to present



Suggested Collaboration Subjects

• Activities that facilitate or improve the use of observing systems

• Activities to improve understanding of local mesoscale forecasting problem

• Activities to assist operational forecasters in enhancing their educational 
backgrounds and staying abreast of developments in research

• Activities to increase the university research community's awareness of 
operational problems and needs

• Activities that will create case studies or new data analysis techniques with wide 
application and usefulness in teaching, research, or operational forecasting

• Activities that bring together students, operational forecasters, educators, and 
regional or local experts in forums designed to share information



Process for Partner’s Submission/Approval

• Proposal (5-10 pages in length) is developed in collaboration between two 
PIs, academic researcher and NWSFO forecaster

• Proposal submitted to NWS Region SSD for internal review, then signed off 
by NWS Region Director and sent to NWS STI

• STI will select reviewer from region outside of submitting region that 
would have interest in subject matter of proposal

• Upon acceptance, proposal is approved for funding



Snapshot of Partners Projects for FY19
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Questions or Comments?

Lorrie Alberta

COMET Outreach Coordinator

fyffe@ucar.edu

301-497-8344
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